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had queer ways with her at times, she was a
relation in one way.

" He said that I had got to take care."

"You are not careful enough, you know. He
is right there/' she told him.

" I must avoid shock. Any big shock might be
fatal. That was what he inferred. I had an idea
that it was going to be a bad verdict because on
the way there there was an accident."

" You were in it?"

** No. A girl had been knocked off her bicycle
before we got there. We took her to the hospital.
She wore a green dress."

"Oh dear/' said Hilda Neale, and again as
though that were indeed a calamity, ** oh dear!"

"We left her at the hospital and afterwards,
not until we were nearly into London did I notice
that she had dropped something. That was an
opal ring/*

Hilda Neale looked at him. Her eyes said
everything, her lips nothing, and he knew that
she gathered what he meant. "And then?" she
said

" Then I was quite sure that it would be diffi-
cult. I knew that when I went into the doctorT
house. I felt that the morning had started un-
luckily, and that it would go on that way/'

" Of course."

She helped herself to a piece of cake, but her
eyes never left his face. She was watching him
all the time. She was taking in every word that
lie said.

"And the doctor was not helpful?" she sug-
gsstcd.